
Summer Book 
Recommendations

If you’re not sure where to begin, you can use these guidelines to get started and help 
your child choose a book aligned with her grade level. If you �nd that the book is either too 
challenging or too easy, you can absolutely move up or down levels as necessary. These 
ranges are meant to be a starting point to help your kids �nd books they’ll love and that 
will inspire, challenge, and engage them.

Happy Reading! 

GrADe LeVEL

Kindergarten

Grade 1

Grade 2

Grade 3

Grade 4

A-D and beyond

E-I and beyond

J-M and beyond

M-P and beyond

P-S and beyond

To help you kick off your summer reading, we’ve rounded up some of our favorite 
books for elementary school bookworms. 

As you’ll see, each book has a letter next to its title. The letter indicates reading level, 
so it can give you a sense of which grade the book is best suited for.  

These general guidelines might come in handy:



kindergartEn
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Anno’s Counting Book

Count and See

Do You Want to be My Friend?

Growing Colors

Look What I Can Do!

Have You Seen My Cat?

Have You Seen My Duckling?

How Many Fish?

Look, Look, Look

Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?

Joshua James Likes Trucks

Pancakes for Breakfast

Pancakes, Crackers, and Pizza

Polar Bear, Polar Bear, What Do You Hear?

Rain

Bears on Wheels

Happy Birthday, Danny and the Dinosaur!

I Can Build a House

I Like Books

Mary Wore Her Red Dress

Paul the Pitcher

Sid and Sam

Turtle and Snake Go Camping

We Are Twins

Anno, Mitsumasa

Hoban, Tana

Carle, Eric

McMillan, Bruce

Aruego, Jose

Carle, Eric

Tafuri, Nancy/Greenwillow

Cohen, Caron Lee

Hoban, Tana

Martin, Bill

Petrie, Catherine

dePaola, Tomie

Eberts, Marjorie

Martin, Bill

Kalan, R

Berenstein, Stan and Jan

Hoff, Syd

Watanabe, Shigeo

Browne, Anthony

Peek, Merle

Sharp, Paul

Buck, Nola

Spohn, Kate

Driscoll, Laura
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Dog and Cat

“Fire! Fire!” Said Mrs. McGuire

Five Silly Fisherman

The Foot Book

Go, Dog, Go!

Hi, Clouds

I Love Cats

It Looked Like Spilt Milk

Morris the Moose

Where’s Spot?

Biscuit Series

Brown Eyes, Brown Skin

Fehner, Paul

Martin, Bill

Edwards, Roberta

Seuss, Dr.

Eastman, Philip D.

Greene, Carol

Matthias, Catherine

Shaw, Charles

Wiseman, Bernard

Hill, Eric

Capucilli, Alyssa

Hudson, C.
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Clifford Series

A Color of His Own

Curious George Series

The Lady with the Alligator Purse

Who Will Be My Friends

Carrot Seed

The Day I Had to Play with My Sister

Dionsaurs, Dinosaurs

Harry Series

I Took My Frog to the Library

One Fish Two Fish Red Fish Blue Fish

Spot’s First Walk

Who Stole the Cookies?

Zoo Looking

Bailey Goes Camping

Captain Cat

Clean House for Mole and Mouse

The Dinosaur Who Lived in My Backyard

Family Book

Little Mouse Series

Who is the Beast?

Alligators All Around

Angus the Cat Series

Are You My Mother?

David’s Drawing?

Dragon Series

Eat Your Peas, Louise

The Little Engine that Could

The Little Red Hen

There’s a Nightmare in My Closet

Birdwell, Norman

Lionni, Leo

Rey, Margaret

Westcott, Nadine

Hoff, Syd

Kraus, Robert

Bonsall, Crosby

Barton, Byron

Ziefert, Harriet

Kimmel, Eric

Seuss, Dr.

Hill, Eric

Moffatt, Judith

Fox, Mern

Henkes, Kevin

Hoff, Syd

Ziefert, Harriet

Hennessy, B.G.

Parr, Todd

Kraus, Robert

Baker, Keith

Sendak, Maurice

Flack, Marjorie

Eastman, Philip D.

Falwell, Cathryn

Pilkey, Dav

Snow, Pegeen

Piper, Watty

Ziefert, Harriet

Mayer, Mercer
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Annie and Snowball Series

Aunt Eater Loves a Mystery

Cowgirl Katie and Cocoa Series

Danny and the Dinosaur

Franklin Series

Froggy Series

Grandma and the Deperadoes

Green Eggs and Ham

Rylant, Cynthia

Cushman, Doug

Silverman, Erica

Hoff, Syd

Bourgeois, Paulette

London, Jonathan

Parish, Peggy

Seuss, Dr.
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Henry and Mudge Series

Mr. Putter and Tabby Series

Moonbear Series

Sam and the Fire�y

There’s An Alligator Under My Bed

There’s Something In My Attic

Where the Wild Things Are

Young Cam Jansen Series

Arthur (the Chimpanzee) Series

The Egyptian Cinderella

Families are Different

Frog and Toad Series

Houndsley and Catina Series

If You Give a Moose a Muf�n

If You Give a Mouse a Cookie

Lionel Series

Little Witch Series

M & M Series

Madeline Series

Mercy Watson Series

Ruby Bridges Goes to School

Cafeteria Lady from the Black Lagoon

Cam Jansen Series

Chrysanthemum

Dodsworth in New York

Horrible Harry Series

How Oliver Olson Changed the World

Miss Nelson Series

Olivia Sharp Series

Pee Wee Scouts Series

Pinky and Rex Series

Ready Freddy Series

The Tale of Peter Rabbit

Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible,  

No Good, Very Bad Day

Aliens Series

Bailey School Kids Series

Beast Quest Series

Clubhouse Mysteries Series

Dandelion

Elmer and the Dragon

Ivy and Bean Series

Rylant, Cynthia

Rylant, Cynthia

Asch, Frank

Eastman, Philip

Mayer, Mercer

Mayer, Mercer

Sendak, Maurice

Adler, David

Hoban, Lillian

Climo, Shirley

Pelligrini, Nana

Lobel, Arnold

Howe, James

Numeroff, L

Numeroff, L

Krensky, Stephen

Hautzig, Deborah

Ross, Pat

Bemelmans, Ludwig

DiCamillo, Katie

Bridges, Ruby

Thaler, Mike

Adler, David

Henkes, Kevin

Egan, TIm

Kline, Suzy

Mills, Claudia

Allard, Harry

Sharmat, Marjorie

Detton, Judy/Yearling

Howe, James

Klein, Abby

Potter, Beatrice

Viorst, Judith

Spinner, Stephanie

Dadey, Debbie

Blade, Adam

Draper, Sharon

Freeman, Don

Gannet, Ruth

Barrows, Annie
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Jenny Archer Series

Judy Moody Series

Katie Kazoo Series

Keena Ford Series

Magic Treehouse Series

Miami Jackson Series

Picture Book Of...Series

Stink Series

Conford, Ellen

McDonald, Megan

Krulik, Nancy

Thomson, Melissa

Osborne, Mary Pope

McKissack, Patricia

Adler, David

McDonald, Megan
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A to Z Mysteries Series

Amber Brown Series

Catwings

Dyamond Daniel Series

The Chalk Box Kid

Franny K. Stein Series

My Name is Maria Isabel

Nikki and Deja Series

Ruby and the Booker Boys Series

Shoeshine Girl

Stories Julian Tells Series

Toys Go Out

Babysitters Club Series

Calvin Coconut Series

Childhood of Famous Americans Series

Clementine Series

Henry Huggins Series

Justin Case

Mitch and Amy

Pippi Longstocking

Animal Rescue Team Series

Bad Kitty Series

Country Explorers Series

Dragon Slayers Academy Series

Encyclopedia Brown Series

Fantastic Mr. Fox

Magic School Bus Series

Picture Book of Harriet Tubman

Picture Book of Rosa Parks

Sugar Plum Ballerinas Series

Who Stole the Wizard of Oz?

Roy, Ron

Danzinger, Paula

Le Guin, Ursula

Grimes, Nikki

Bulla, Clyde Robert

Benton, Jim

Ada, Alma Flor

English, Karen

Barnes, Derrick

Bulla, Clyde Robert

Cameron, Ann

Jenkins, Emily

Martin, Ann

Salisbury, Graham

Stevenson, Augusta, et. al

Pennypacker Sarah

Clearly, Beverly

Vail, Rachel

Clearly, Beverly

Lindgren, Astrid

Stuaffacher, Sue

Bruel, Nick

Various

McMullan, Kate

Sobol, Donald

Dahl, Roald

Cole, Joanna

Adler, David

Adler, David

Goldberg, Whoopi

Avi
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Abigail Iris Series

Aliens Ate My Homework

All About Sam

Alvin Ho Series

Bunnicula Series

Fourth Grade Rats

If You....Series

James and the Giant Peach

Little House on the Prarie

Mr. Popper’s Penguins

Year of the Dog

Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator

Charlotte’s Web

Freaky Friday

Getting to Know the World’s Greatest Artists 

Series

Hatchet

How Tia Lola Series

Jar of Dreams

Lunch Money

The Witches

Borrowers Series

Granny Torelli Makes Soup

Kite Fighters

Lemonade Crime

Matilda

Monsters of Morville Manor

My Teacher is an Alien

Van Gogh Cafe

Baseball Card Series

Emmy and the Incredible Shrinking Rat

How to Train Your Dragon Series

Joey Pigza Series

Penderwicks Series

BFG

Ginger Pye

Tale of Desperaux

Warriors Series

Glatt, Lisa

Coville, Bruce

Lowry, Lois

Look, Lenore

Howe, James

Spinnelli, Jerry

Various

Dahl, Roald

Wilder, Laura Ingalls

Atwater, Richard

Lin, Grace

Dahl, Roald

White, E.B.

Rodgers, Mary

Venezia, Mike

Paulson, Gary

Alvarez, Julia

Uchida, Yoshiko

Clements, Andrew

Dahl, Roald

Norton, Mary

Creech, Sharon

Park, Linda Sue

Davies, Jacqueline

Dahl, Roald

Coville, Bruce

Coville, Bruce

Rylant, Cynthia

Gutman, Dan

Jonell, Lynne

Cowell, Cressida

Gantos, Jack

Birdsall, Jane

Dahl, Roald

Estes, Eleanor

DiCamillo, Katie

Hunter, Erin
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