
Kindergarten:

Emergent Storybook - Nonfiction

Purpose: Why This Unit?
This unit parallels the work scholars have done with Emergent Storybooks and builds on this work
by teaching scholars to study illustrations, accumulate information, develop ideas about a topic, and
study various text features in their nonfiction reading.

Like the Emergent Storybook reading scholars did in the last unit, they are not yet expected to
conventionally read these nonfiction books verbatim. In this unit, our kindergarten scholars are
“reading” and retelling nonfiction in a way that will open up new ideas and ways of thinking for them.

Similar to the fiction unit, it’s imperative that before this unit begins, you read aloud at least 2–3
Emergent Storybooks each day, cycling through each until scholars become familiar with them.

In this unit, your job is to ignite interest and curiosity about nonfiction topics, so scholars will
learn new information, ask questions, and share their newfound knowledge with others.

If you do your job well, your scholars will enthusiastically dive into nonfiction texts daily.
Their eagerness to ask questions about topics, search for answers, and gather more
information will culminate in sharing this information with others.

It is imperative that ALL your scholars are consistently being read to at home and at school.

Make sure at-home reading is happening, and meet with families who are falling short to recommit
them to this team effort. Help families understand what Emergent Storybook reading is and how they
can best support their scholars at home. If you cannot persuade parents to read with their scholars
at home, you need to manage up to leadership.

It is your responsibility to ensure that ALL your scholars are reading six days a week at



home!

Lessons

Spend two days on each lesson to give scholars practice.

Lesson 1: Great readers choose books about things they love and want to learn more

about. Lesson 2: Great readers learn about the topic by looking at the pictures.

Lesson 3: Great readers ask questions as they read.

Lesson 4: Great readers gather more information about the topic as they continue to

read.

Lesson 5: Great readers teach others what they’ve learned about a topic.

Lesson 1
What Does Success Look Like?

Great readers choose books about things they love and want to learn more about.

Success is when scholars select books they’re excited to read, about topics that they’re genuinely
interested in.

Lesson 1

Engage — 1 minute

When we pick books, we don’t pick ones that look dull or boring—we wouldn’t feel excited to read
them! We need to pick books that shout “Read me!” so that we can’t wait to read them.

Direct Instruction (Model/Practice) — 5–7 minutes

● Set out a selection of ESB books (the same ones scholars have access to selecting at their
tables), and think aloud about how you really liked The Carrot Seed because you love
vegetables, so now you’re going to choose Growing Vegetable Soup because you want to
learn about vegetables in real life.

● Display the same selection of books under the ELMO.
● Scholars silently think, then turn and talk, telling their partners which book they’re most

interested in and why. Listen in to understand how well scholars explain which book they



would select and why.
● Briefly share out two scholar responses.
● Set the expectation that scholars have two eyes reading, two hands on the book, and two

feet on the floor during Independent Reading.

Independent Reading/ Targeted Teaching Time — 10–15 minutes

● Scholars must sustain focused reading for a minimum of 10-11 minutes. Get them excited
about getting lost in their books and the luxury of reading time!

● Whether you are flying solo or teaching as part of a duo, start by making sure all kids are
focused and the room has a hushed tone. Play classical or instrumental jazz music, but the
volume should be low.

● Narrate scholars who are following through on your expectations, such as staying focused on
their books, or who are demonstrating strong reading habits, such as studying the title and
cover, using the pictures to story-tell, and retelling their books.

● Spend 2–3 minutes working individually with 3–5 scholars. Use your notes from Unit 2 to
make goals, and communicate these with scholars verbally and with goal cards. Check
to make sure they understand by asking them to repeat these goals.

● Listen to scholars read, assessing their struggles and level of understanding. Do they
remember the story from the repeated readings? Do they study the cover? Do they story-tell
using pictures?

● Model for scholars and give them strategies to tackle their goals. Listen to scholars as they
read, and hold them accountable for applying the strategies.

Partner Share — 3–5 minutes

● When the timer is up, reset expectations for partner talk.
● In partnerships, scholars share which book they selected to read and why they wanted to

learn more about this topic.
● Listen in to determine if scholars are mastering the lesson objective. Look for a scholar who

can model her thinking during the Whole-Class Share.

Whole-Class Share — 5 minutes

● Bring scholars together at the rug and reinforce today’s objective.
● Choose a scholar to share which book she selected to read and why, and have others

evaluate which great reading tactic the scholar used.

Lesson 2
What Does Success Look Like?

Great readers learn about the topic by looking at the pictures.

Success is when scholars study the pictures to glean information before looking at the words.

Lesson 2



Engage — 1 minute

The pictures are just as important a part of the story as the words, sometimes even more important!
Just as in the fiction books we read, we must study them carefully to learn every detail we can so we
understand all the facts the author is teaching us.

Direct Instruction (Model/Practice) — 5–7 minutes

● Using About Birds, by Catherine Sill, turn to the first page and model studying the picture,
thinking aloud about the facts you’re learning from the picture alone. Turn to the next page
and repeat.

● Turn to the next page of About Birds and place it under the ELMO.
● Scholars silently study the page, then turn and talk to share what they’ve learned from the
picture. Listen in to understand how well scholars are using the picture to learn about birds.
● Briefly share out two scholar responses.
● Set the expectation that scholars have two eyes reading, two hands on the book, and two

feet on the floor during Independent Reading.

Independent Reading/Targeted Teaching Time — 10–15 minutes

● Scholars must sustain focused reading for a minimum of 11–12 minutes. Get them excited
about getting lost in their books and the luxury of reading time!

● Whether you are flying solo or teaching as part of a duo, start by making sure all kids are
focused and the room has a hushed tone. Play classical or instrumental jazz music, but the
volume should be low.

● Narrate scholars who are meeting your expectations.
● Spend 2–3 minutes working individually with 3–5 scholars. Use your notes from Unit 2 and

previous lessons to make goals, and communicate these with scholars verbally and with goal
cards. Check to make sure they understand by asking them to repeat these goals.

● Listen to scholars read, assessing their struggles and level of understanding. Do they
remember the story from your repeated readings? Are they studying the cover? Do they use
the pictures to story-tell?

● Model for scholars and give them strategies to tackle their goals. Listen to scholars as they
read, and hold them accountable for applying the strategies.

Partner Share — 3–5 minutes

● When the timer is up, reset expectations for partner talk.
● Scholars share the book they read that day, specifically sharing what they learned from

each picture.
● Listen in to determine if scholars are mastering the lesson objective. Look for a scholar who

can model his thinking during the Whole-Class Share.

Whole-Class Share — 5 minutes

● Bring scholars together at the rug and reinforce today’s objective.
● Choose a scholar to share what he learned from the pictures on 1–2 pages, and have

scholars evaluate which great reading tactic the scholar used.



Lesson 3
What Does Success Look Like?

Great readers ask questions as they read.

Success is when scholars pause to ask themselves questions as they read, considering what they
already know and what they want to know.

Lesson 3

Engage — 1 minute

As you read about new topics, you’ll learn new facts, but you’ll also have questions about things you
don’t yet know or things that make you curious to know more.

Direct Instruction (Model/Practice) — 5–7 minutes

● Using page 25 of The Emperor’s Egg, first model how you study the picture to learn facts,
and then wonder aloud how the penguin chick’s mom knew to come back at that exact right
moment, when dad ran out of food?

● Under the ELMO, read the next two pages of The Emperor’s Egg aloud, asking scholars
to silently put a thumb on their knee when they have a question or something they’re
curious about.

● Scholars turn and talk to tell their partners about a question they had or something that
made them curious. Listen in to understand if scholars are forming logical questions based
on the text.

● Briefly share out two scholar responses.
● Set the expectation that scholars have two eyes reading, two hands on the book, and two

feet on the floor during Independent Reading.

Independent Reading/Targeted Teaching Time — 10–15 minutes

● Scholars must sustain focused reading for a minimum of 12–13 minutes. Get them excited
about getting lost in their books and the luxury of reading time!

● Whether you are flying solo or teaching as part of a duo, start by making sure all kids are
focused and the room has a hushed tone. Play classical or instrumental jazz music, but the
volume should be low.

● Narrate scholars who are meeting your expectations.
● Spend 2–3 minutes working individually with 3–5 scholars. Use your notes from Unit 2 and

previous lessons to make goals, and communicate these with scholars verbally and with goal
cards. Check to make sure they understand by asking them to repeat these goals.

● Listen to scholars read, assessing their struggles and level of understanding. Do they
remember the story from your repeated readings? Are they studying the cover? Do they use
the pictures to story-tell?

● Model for scholars and give them strategies to tackle their goals. Listen to scholars as they
read, and hold them accountable for applying the strategies.



Partner Share — 3–5 minutes

● When the timer is up, reset expectations for partner talk.
● Scholars share the questions they had or things they were curious about after reading.
● Listen in to determine if scholars are mastering the lesson objective. Look for a scholar who
can model her thinking during the Whole-Class Share.

Whole-Class Share — 5 minutes

● Bring scholars together at the rug and reinforce today’s objective.
● Choose a scholar to share a particularly relevant or interesting question she had after

reading, and have scholars evaluate which great reading tactic the scholar used.

Lesson 4
What Does Success Look Like?

Great readers gather more information about the topic as they continue to read.

Success is when scholars continually gather new facts as they read while retaining information
they’ve previously learned.

Lesson 4

Engage — 1 minute

As we read nonfiction, we learn tons of new information with each new page and each new book.
This new information can sometimes strengthen or change a previous idea we had about a topic.

Direct Instruction (Model/Practice) — 5–7 minutes

● Read aloud page 7 of Will We Miss Them? Think aloud about how you learned that bamboo
is the most important part of a panda’s diet, so pandas must really need a lot of it to survive.
Turn the page and read aloud again. Stop to think aloud about how you just confirmed your
idea—if bamboo forests die or are cut down, pandas will have nothing to eat and will suffer.

● Read aloud page 18 of Will We Miss Them? Pause midway through the page and have
scholars think about what they’ve just learned. Continue reading to the end of the page, and
ask scholars to think silently about the new information they’ve just learned about manatees.

● Scholars turn and talk to share what they’ve learned about manatees from the entire page.
Listen in to understand how well scholars retain and understand new information.
● Briefly share out two scholar responses.
● Set the expectation that scholars have two eyes reading, two hands on the book, and two

feet on the floor during Independent Reading.

Independent Reading/Targeted Teaching Time — 10–15 minutes



● Scholars must sustain focused reading for a minimum of 13–14 minutes. Get them excited
about getting lost in their books and the luxury of reading time!

● Whether you are flying solo or teaching as part of a duo, start by making sure all kids are
focused and the room has a hushed tone. Play classical or instrumental jazz music, but the
volume should be low.

● Narrate scholars who are meeting your expectations.
● Spend 2–3 minutes working individually with 3–5 scholars. Use your notes from Unit 2 and

previous lessons to make goals, and communicate these with scholars verbally and with goal
cards. Check to make sure they understand by asking them to repeat these goals.

● Listen to scholars read, assessing their struggles and level of understanding. Do they
remember the story from your repeated readings? Are they studying the cover? Do they use
the pictures to story-tell?

● Model for scholars and give them strategies to tackle their goals. Listen to scholars as they
read, and hold them accountable for applying the strategies.

Partner Share — 3–5 minutes

● When the timer is up, reset expectations for partner talk.
● Scholars share the books they read, stating what new information they gathered.
● Listen in to determine if scholars are mastering the lesson objective. Look for a scholar who
can model his thinking during the Whole-Class Share.

Whole-Class Share — 5 minutes
● Bring scholars together at the rug and reinforce today’s objective.
● Choose a scholar to share how he gathered new information that either confirmed or

revised his idea about a topic, and have scholars evaluate which great reading tactic the
scholar used.

Lesson 5
What Does Success Look Like?

Great readers teach others what they’ve learned about a topic.

Success is when scholars are able to share specific facts, details, and ideas they’ve learned about
a topic.

Lesson 5

Engage — 1 minute

We have learned so much new information about all sorts of interesting topics. We can’t just keep
this to ourselves; we must share it with the world to teach others!

Direct Instruction (Model/Practice) — 5–7 minutes



● Using Sharks, describe to scholars how you now know that sharks are not usually dangerous
and that we should be protecting them by not buying shark teeth, skins, or meat. This is
important because if we don’t, many species may be hunted into extinction.

● In front of scholars, begin to make a poster, picture, or letter to share this information
with others.

● Display all the texts with which scholars are most familiar from this unit, and give scholars a
moment to consider silently which topic they want to teach others about. Scholars turn and
talk, telling their partners which topic they chose and what they want to share. Listen in to
understand how well scholars understand the topics they chose.

● Briefly share out two scholar responses.
● Set the expectation that scholars have two eyes reading, two hands on the book, and two

feet on the floor during Independent Reading.

Independent Reading/Targeted Teaching Time — 10–15 minutes

● Scholars must sustain focused reading for a minimum of 14–15 minutes. Get them excited
about getting lost in their books and the luxury of reading time!

● Whether you are flying solo or teaching as part of a duo, start by making sure all kids are
focused and the room has a hushed tone. Play classical or instrumental jazz music, but the
volume should be low.

● Narrate scholars who are meeting your expectations.
● Spend 2–3 minutes working individually with 3–5 scholars. Use your notes from Unit 2 and

previous lessons to make goals, and communicate these with scholars verbally and with goal
cards. Check to make sure they understand by asking them to repeat these goals.

● Listen to scholars read, assessing their struggles and level of understanding. Do they
remember the story from repeated readings? Do they study the cover? Do they use pictures
to story-tell?

● Model for scholars and give them strategies to tackle their goals. Listen to scholars as they
read and hold them accountable for applying the strategies.

Partner Share — 3–5 minutes

● When the timer is up, reset expectations for partner talk.
● Scholars partner up and choose a book from which to create a poster, picture, or letter to

teach others about a topic.
● Listen in to determine if scholars are mastering the lesson objective. Look for a scholar who

can model her thinking during the Whole-Class Share.

Whole-Class Share — 5 minutes

● Bring scholars together at the rug and reinforce today’s objective.
● Choose a scholar to share the topic she chose, why she wanted to teach others about it, and

what she has created to teach others. Scholars evaluate the poster, picture, or letter and
discuss why it’s an effective way to share information.

Targeted Teaching Week
Use the next 5 days to work with scholars to increase their capacity to read.



The most important thing you can do is give kids independent reading time. The best way to
improve reading is by having kids read.

Listen to scholars as they read independently. Talk with scholars one-on-one about their reading and
coach them through the key obstacles to being great readers.

Depending on their needs, work with scholars whole group, in small groups, or one-on-one to
support them with the:

● Tactics of Great Readers
● Unit goals

You Did It!
Congratulations! You've reached the end of Unit 3: Emergent Storybook - Nonfiction

As a result of teaching this unit, you, as the teacher, have:

● Helped scholars fall in love with nonfiction.
● Motivated scholars to ask questions while “reading” nonfiction and to use all the tools at their

disposal to understand a topic.

Your scholars can:

● Enthusiastically dive into nonfiction texts daily.
● Ask questions about topics, search for answers, and gather more information as they read.
● Share what they’ve learned with others in multiple ways.

Celebrate your scholars' successes by acknowledging what they can now do as readers as a
result of their work over the past several weeks. For example, give them additional time to finish
and create more posters, pictures, and letters that allow them to share what they’ve learned with
others. Then allow them time to present these to other kindergarteners, classmates, or parents! All
your enthusiasm will be for naught if you don’t actually allow scholars to share these!

Reflect on your successes and stretches, as well as those of your scholars. Look at the goals
you set for scholars and your notes on their progress. Have your scholars grown as readers over the
past month? Are they using the pictures independently to help them read the text? Do they use
details when describing what’s happening? Do they use the author’s exact words? Do they read with
expression?

Scholars must read at home, as well as in school. Are 100% of your kids reading 6 days a week at
home? Make sure at-home reading is happening, and meet with families who are falling short to
recommit them to this team effort. Help them understand what reading looks like for kids who are not
yet reading the words and how they can best support their scholars at home.

Are 100% of your kids falling in love with reading? Are they using all the tools at their disposal to
figure out the meaning of what they are reading?

Going into the next unit, make specific reading goals for yourself. Set a percentage goal for how



many children you will move in the next 15 days. Set a goal for children who are not reading at
home. Whom will you get to consistently read at home? Do they understand what they’re reading?
What is their struggle? How will you partner with parents to support their growth?

If you are having trouble meeting your goals, do not wait until you have NOT succeeded. Consult
your colleagues. Consult your leaders. ASK FOR HELP so you can meet your goals!


